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THE SKY
By Bruce Campbell

They say a red sky at night
is a Shepherd’s delight
The sky at night before it
gets dark

gives a reddish look

It looks like a purple sky

The sky at night looks orange
The sky can be moody

The sky can be angry

It’s dramatic

It’s electric blue

The sky can be grey

The sky can be on fire
The sky can be stormy
Thunder and lightning
They say red sky in the
morning is the Shepherd’s
warning

It’s like a family with Friends
You’re made to feel important

I like to do poetry and English
My spelling has improved

A volunteer helps me in class
My maths is better now than
it was

I’m lucky, because I’ve got a
job here too

The students know me, before
I know them

I’ve seen some teachers come
and go, and Principals too

Coming to class gives me
confidence.
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WHY DO I COME TO MY

CLASS?
By Bruce Campbell

Friends Centre voted the Charity of the Year in the Argus
Achievement Awards 2011!

Friends Centre’s sixty-five
years of supporting adult
learners to develop their
knowledge, skills, under-
standing and creativity was
recognised in the Annual
Argus Achievement
Awards last month.

Robyn Kohler, Friends
Centre’s Principal, said:
“We are extremely pleased
to be named Charity of the
Year. Those who have con-
tact with Friends Centre,
know that staff are very
dedicated to supporting
learners, especially those
who need extra help to
engage in education — in-
cluding those with low
confidence, skills, qualifi-
cations, or complex and
chaotic life circumstances.

Since early childhood, Bruce
Campbell, 55, liked putting
words together, though he
had difficulties with writing.
Unfortunately, when he was
at school there was no un-
derstanding of dyslexia.
Thus, he received no support
or help. Despite his love of
English language, he just
managed to get by and left
school at the age of sixteen
with no qualifications. Bruce

“Receiving this award, will
help us to raise our profile
in the city and attract new
learners. We especially
need to spread the word
that we are no longer based
in Ship Street!” Friends
Centre volunteer Jade
Weighell, who nominated
us, said: “Friends Centre
helps people from all walks
of life. It caters for the
whole community.”

Friends Centre staff and trustees
the Awards.
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worked as a care assistant,
pushing wheelchairs, for the
next few years until losing
the job due to financial cuts.
Then, he worked as a metal
sprayer until made redundant
again. His love of words, and
struggle to put them down on
paper, brought him back to
education in the 1980s to
improve his literacy skills.
He started attending an Entry
Level Literacy course at
Friends Centre. Due to his
enthusiasm, dedication and
creativity he made fantastic
progress. Bruce is currently
taking a Level 1 Literacy
course and planning to move
on to Level 2 soon. He was

Can you help us to spread
the word about Friends
Centre? Please do tell
people about what we do
and about your experi-
ence of being a learner,
tutor, organisational
partner or supporter.
We’re always looking for
new places to distribute
our leaflets and bro-
itchures too, to attract new
learners. We’d welcome
your suggestions.
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employed by Friends Cen-
tre in 1992 and still works
as a caretaker at Ivory
Place. Thanks to support
from staff, Bruce learnt
how to use a computer, so
he can share his poems on
his on-line blog. He says
studying at Friends Centre
makes him more confident
not only in academic terms
but also in everyday life.
We will be commissioning
poems from Bruce
throughout the year for our
newsletters and website.
Meanwhile, why not visit
Bruce’s poetry blog at
http://
brucesotland.blogspot.com.
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/So you want to teach \

adults?
Are you thinking of teach-

Top Marks for Preparing to Teach Course

We’re very pleased that the  lio assessment were given

delivery of the PTTLS full marks by NCFE, the .. A ing adults but are unsure
course (Preparing to Teach  national awarding body. s o\ N where to start and what is
in the Lifelong Learning The 10 week course, deliv-  Level 3 certificate, which involved? We.off'er a free
Sector) has been recog- ered by Graham Jordan and is recognised as ‘threshold z;;l:i.l;?;x::lch Is just
nised as ‘Outstanding’. Jackie Marchant, provides  licence to teach’. The next When? Saturday 31st
Many aspects of the an initial teaching qualifi- ~ PTTLS course starts in March 2012
course, including teaching, cation. At the end of the April, with a taster work- Where? Brighton Junction
student support and portfo-  course, students receive a  shop in March. How long? 3 hours
How much? FREE
MEET THE STAFF Robyn Kohler, Principal L %

Where did you How did that lead you to Grandfather and the Dalai / . \
grow up? the Principal role? Lama. I never heard my Support Friends Centre
Iwasbornin I wanted to do something Grandfather say a bad word with a nice cup of coffee!
Northampton,  different. I didn’t want to about anyone and when I’'m

but spent most ~ work for an FE College any-  feeling low, I read the Dalai e b [ ST

of my earl more, but I was keen to put Lama’s quotes. It makes you .
childhood in Moza}:mbiq};le. my skills to good use. | b realize t}cllat life is not justy Charity of the Month by
What were you doing be-  really admired what Friends about one person, that there Chapel Royal — the church
fore you came to Friends Centre was doing. are people who are worse off | ©n North Street — for Janu-
Centre? What is the best thing and who need our help. ary 2012. Friends Centre
11 years ago I re-trained as a about working for Friends What do you enjoy doing in | will receive the profits from
teacher. I started managing ~ Centre? your free time? the Saturday morning Cof-
Literacy and Numeracy pro- The people. Even in difficult I enjoy spending time with fee Shop, run by our volun-
grammes. Then I got a job at times, the staff at Friends my daughters and partner.

teers during that month. So,
why not support us whilst
relaxing with a nice cup of
coffee or tea accompanied

Sussex Coast College, where Centre are very positive and
I managed partnerships and  friendly.

contracts involving literacy ~ Who is your hero, your
and numeracy, and all sorts  inspiration?

When I find a spare moment I
like walking, gardening, lis-
tening to music and cooking,

of educational programmes.  Two people inspire me, my all the usual things, really. by a delicious cake.

Your Support Needed to Maintain Classes in Whitehawk \ /
Are you in the habit of giving a ten years, to engage disadvan- This will enable us to

Christmas gift to charity? We’d taged adults who would otherwise  provide courses for

like to ask you to remember not participate in learning. White- 100 adults in the area,

Friends Centre this year. We are hawk is recognised for high levels  benefitting their fami-

raising funds to help adults in a of unemployment and poverty, lies and the commu-

socially deprived area of Brighton  low educational attainment and nity as well as indi-

to improve their literacy, nu- skills levels, and other social viduals learners.

meracy and I.T. skills. Friends problems. We currently need

Centre has been running an edu- £3,600 to cover the hire of class-

cational outreach programme in rooms at Whitehawk Inn for the This newsletter has been produced by Simona Senkyrova, a stu-
Whitehawk for the past 2011-2012 academic year. dent intern at Friends Centre.

: CONTRIBUTION FORM—THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING FRIENDS CENTRE
I I would like to make a gift to Friends Centre of:

|

| 0 £10 0 £20 0 £50 of£75 0 £100 0 £200

loOt her Aéééééééécééecécéeéeé.

|

lol enclose a cheque made payable to 6Friends Centreb

o | would like to make a donation by credit or debit card (card details will be destroyed after the donation is taken)

Cardhol der6s name and initials as they appear on the card:
|

I Card number:

I Security Number: (last 3 digits on signature strip on reverse of credit/debit card or last 4 digits on AMEX)

| Start date: / Expiry date: / Issue no (Maestro/Switch only):

|
=Signed: €6éééeééeéeéeécéeé Date: ééé/ eéeéel ééé
|
[



